
CITY OF GROTON 

SPECIAL FREEMAN’S MEETING 

MINUTES 

APRIL 25, 2016 

             
           MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

      COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

         7:15 PM 

I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Mayor Galbraith called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 

 

City Clerk Patrick read the call of the meeting and the warning to electors. 

 

Mayor Galbraith read the resolution and asked for a motion from the floor. 

 

 “RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $400,000 FOR VARIOUS PUBLIC 

IMPROVEMENTS AND AUTHORIZING USE OF $400,000 OF UNSPENT BOND 

PROCEEDS OF THE CITY TO MEET SAID APPROPRIATION” 

1. To receive a communication from the Mayor and Council with respect to a proposed 

resolution entitled “Resolution Appropriating $400,000 for various public improvements 

and authorizing use of $400,000 of unspent bond proceeds of the city to meet said 

appropriation”. 

 

2. To consider and act upon a resolution entitled Resolution Appropriating $400,000 for 

various public improvements and authorizing use of $400,000 of unspent bond proceeds 

of the city to meet said appropriation”. 

 

3. To take action on any other business which may legally come before said meeting. 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the electors and qualified citizens of the City of 

Groton approve the subject resolution. 
 

        

R-16-4-49 RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $400,000 FOR VARIOUS PUBLIC 

IMPROVEMENTS AND AUTHORIZING USE OF $400,000 OF UNSPENT 

BOND PROCEEDS OF THE CITY TO MEET SAID APPROPRIATION 

WHEREAS, an appropriation and bond authorization of $3,831,000 for Various Public 

Improvements, including roof replacement at Colonel Ledyard School (the “Colonel Ledyard 

School Project”), Pollution Abatement Facility Wall, Costa Property Bulkhead, Thames Street 

Sewer Lining and John Street Drainage Project, and for administrative, printing, legal, and financing 

costs related thereto was approved by the City Council of the City of Groton, Connecticut (the 

“City”) on December 19, 2011 and by a Freeman’s Meeting of the City on February 6, 2012 (the 

“Prior Resolution”); and 
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WHEREAS, a total of $21,755,000 aggregate principal amount of the City’s General Obligation 

Bonds, Issue of 2013, dated April 18, 2013 (the “2013 Bonds”), $2,315,000 aggregate principal 

amount of which was issued to finance the Colonel Ledyard School Project; and 

WHEREAS, the Colonel Ledyard School Project has been re-evaluated and scaled back upon 

assessment of anticipated municipal needs; and 

WHEREAS, there remains approximately $2,040,000 of unexpended bond proceeds from the 2013 

Bonds issued to finance the Colonel Ledyard School Project; and 

WHEREAS, the City intends to reallocate $400,000 of such unexpended bond proceeds to the 

rehabilitation, improvement and equipping of the City Municipal Building, including but not limited 

to, heating, ventilation, and air conditioning, repointing of brick exterior, door replacement, 

bathroom renovations and office renovations, and the planning, design, engineering, permitting, 

environmental and geological studies and testing, and other professional costs related thereto (the 

“New Project”); 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

Section 1. The sum of $400,000 is appropriated for the New Project. 

Section 2. To meet said appropriation, $400,000 of unexpended bond proceeds, or so much 

thereof as shall be necessary for such purpose, from the 2013 Bonds, maturing not later than the 

maximum maturity permitted by the General Statutes of the State of Connecticut, as amended from 

time to time (the “Connecticut General Statutes”), shall be used.  The bonds were issued in fully 

registered form, executed in the name and on behalf of the City by the facsimile or manual 

signatures of the Mayor and the Director of Finance, bear the City seal or a facsimile thereof, were 

certified by a bank or trust company, which bank or trust company was designated the registrar and 

transfer agent, are payable at a bank or trust company and approved as to their legality by Robinson 

& Cole LLP, Attorneys-at-Law, of Hartford.  The 2013 Bonds are general obligations of the City 

and each of the bonds recite that every requirement of law relating to its issue has been duly 

complied with, that such bond is within every debt and other limit prescribed by law, and that the 

full faith and credit of the City are pledged to the payment of the principal thereof and interest 

thereon.  The aggregate principal amount of bonds issued, the annual installments of principal, 

redemption provisions, if any, the certifying, paying and transfer agent, the date, time of issue and 

sale and other terms, details and particulars of such bonds including approval of the rate or rates of 

interest were determined by the Mayor and the Director of Finance, in accordance with the 

Connecticut General Statutes. 

Section 3. This resolution shall take effect upon its approval at a duly warned and held Special 

City Meeting (Freeman’s Meeting). 

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the electors and qualified citizens 

Approve the Appropriation of $400,000.00 (Four Hundred Thousand Dollars and No Cents) for  
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various public improvements and Authorizing use of $400,000.00 of unspent bond proceeds of 

the City to meet said appropriation.  

 

Andrew Ilvento, 36 Slocomb Terrace moved Keith Hedrick, 156 Shennecossett Parkway 

seconded a motion to approve R-16-4-49.  

 

Mayor Galbraith said this was the time for discussion and asked if anyone wished to have a copy 

of the powerpoint presentation on the municipal building repairs that was presented at the April 

4, 2016 public hearing. 

Conrad Heede distributed copies to the audience. 

Mayor Galbraith gave an overview of the history of the $3,115,000.00 bond. She said 

$334,430.00 in principal and $234,812.82 in interest had been paid to date.  She went over the 

scope of the projects that were to be covered by the bond. She noted that the decrease in the 

grand list and the rising costs of health care benefits created a $1.6 million gap which caused the 

City to reevaluate the Colonel Ledyard building plans and scale back capital improvement 

projects. She said they had closed the gap to 4% but the cuts by the Town of Groton to the 

Highway Department funding caused an increase in taxes. In January the Council discussed 

halting the Colonel Ledyard building plans or scaling them back.  She said they determined the 

needs of the municipal building were critical and went over the scope and costs of the repairs 

which were presented at the public hearing.  She said bond fund interest will continue to be paid 

and they will hold the money of the remaining bond funds. She said the approval of the 

$400,000.00 will reduce taxes for the 2016/2017 FY by an additional .337 mills. 

There were no questions or discussion. 

Mayor Galbraith asked Mary Hill and Nick Delia to act as counters. 

Due to a discrepancy in the numbers during the show of hands count City Clerk Patrick did a roll 

call vote and the motion carried 47-0-0. 

 

II. ADJOURNMENT 

David Rose, 75 Baker Avenue moved Keith Hedrick, 156 Shennecossett Parkway seconded a 

motion to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Galbraith adjourned the meeting at 7:31 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Debra Patrick 

City Clerk 


